
 

          July–August 28            Mazara, September 10th,  2008 
Dear Brethren and Friends, 
Grace and peace be to you from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ! 

 At the time of this writing we have just finished our 9 day tent meeting held at the piazza on the sea port here in Mazara.  We had a good spirit in the 
meetings among the brethren and there were lost people in the services each evening.  A man named Girolamo who attended a Wednesday night service a 
couple of weeks ago has been coming.  This is a friend of Natale’s.  There is also a Jewish Rabbi who attended just about every evening and his wife Zina.  
They are both searching.  They live in northern Italy and had his boat docked at the port temporarily.  Please pray particularly for these and also others who 
heard the gospel. The tent itself is an attraction and draws many people who at least wander over to see what is going on.  This gives us opportunities to talk 
with them and at least leave them with gospel tracts or Bibles.  It also is a time when we see many people who we know and have witnessed to over the 
years, or who have gotten saved but are not faithful in church. There are so many who are confused and need to know that there is only one Truth.  The 
father of lies has done a great job to keep enough lies available for people to believe.  With this in mind, we wanted to try something different this year  On 
some of the nights, after the preaching, we showed short documentaries on such topics as evolution vs. creation, the Jehovah’s Witnesses, and the 
apparitions of  Mary worldwide.  These false teachings have a real strong hold here in Sicily as well world wide, the films expose these false teaching to the 
Word of God and have testimonies of those who have come out of them.  Pray for Rosetta Russo and Renato Ingemi who need to be saved and were 
affected by the film on JW’s.  Signora Rosetta has become a friend of the family and we have had many open doors to talk with her.  We are trusting the 
Lord to see her and her husband saved.  They also attended on the evening that Bro. Antonio gave his testimony as well as Daniela, Fabio Clementi’s 
girlfriend who also needs to be saved.  Antonio has a powerful testimony and many were affected by it.  Continue to pray for him to be used greatly by the 
Lord.  Also continue to pray for Vito Luppino who is very convicted.  He came to the tent every night and is in church regularly.  We believe that he also 
will soon be saved.  We are thankful for all the special music, the testimonies of the brethren and for Bro. Girolamo Zicchitella of Marsala who preached 
twice with much exhortation.  A very special thanks to Bro. Natale who guarded tent day and night and for all the brethren who helped put the tent up. 
   There is a group of Muslim children whose parents sell goods at booths along the boardwalk and they came to the tent every night.   On the first night 
when they all came flocking over we realized that we had an open door right in front of us.  So Janet and the children held a short children’s program for 
them each evening under the tent while we were getting everything set up, with singing, Bible stories and games.  There were about a dozen children and 
the leader of the pack is a 9  yr. old boy named Edmond.  He was very disruptive and distracted the first few nights.  Then one night he was unusually 
attentive and participating with interest.  During the lesson Janet showed a picture of Jesus with the nailprints in his hands and feet.  He was very bothered 
by this and suddenly  became very troubled and quiet.  Janet noticed his change of behaviour and began to talk with him and he told her that he had had a 
dream the night before that bothered him very much.  In the dream he saw the nail pierced, bleeding hands of Jesus reaching out to him and was very 
disturbed by it.  This led to a discussion with him, telling him the gospel over again.  Each night the gospel was presented with the wordless book and in the 
Bible lessons.  After talking with him for awhile, he was ready to accept the Lord Jesus Christ into his heart as his Saviour.  We try to be very careful with 
children and are not aggressive to try to get them converted, but it was obvious that the Holy Spirit was working in this young boy’s heart.   He stood up 
two nights later and told the other children how he had accepted Jesus into his heart.  Pray for Edmond.  His cousin Sonny was saved a couple years ago at 
the tent and he has been around again this year and still remembers how he accepted Jesus into his heart.  He also testified to the group of his conversion.  
By the end of the week, Edmond’s brother Ramis wanted to be saved and also Sonny’s sister Silvia was saved.  Giacomo and Lidia were able to lead them 
to the Lord.  Silvia was the dark skinned girl in our slide presentation this past furlough for those of you who may remember.  Many of these children were 
at the tent 2 yrs. ago.  Graziella befriended a 14 yr. Muslim girl named Alessandra and began to witness to her.  She kept asking, “what do I need to do to 
believe? I want to believe” As Graziella witnessed to her, her parents were also listening and had questions and she kept saying to her parents, “Papà and 
Mamma, we must believe”.   She had a cousin who had witnessed to her for over two years and then moved to Germany.  She never quite understood but 
always wanted to believe in Jesus.  She was very eager to be saved and Graziella prayed with her to accept Christ as her Saviour.  When she lifted her head 
she had tears streaming down her face and said that she had been waiting for this moment for a long time.  She became like an Andrew and brought 2 other 
teenage girls to our daughters, Arianna and Sabrina, who both were very eager to know how to be saved.  These two girls had both attempted suicide and 
were desperate to know God.  Both of them called upon the Lord Jesus Christ to save them.  Please remember these new converts in your prayers. 
 Many of the Muslim vendors, both men and women, were very interested and eager to understand the gospel.  They were literally begging us to sit 
down and explain things to them.  They asked if we could start a “group” with them.  We have arranged to meet with some of them next Saturday.  This is a 
very large, clan, most of them are related in one way or another, who have immigrated from Yugoslavia over the years.  They were driven out by the 
Albanians during the war in the early 90’s.  They have not been able to obtain permanent work here, as the unemployment rate is already high for the 
Sicilians, so they make their living by selling goods on the boardwalk.  Janet and I have both had an increasing burden for the Muslim population in our 
town and have been praying seriously over the past several years for the Lord to open a door to win them.  As of several years ago Mazara Del Vallo had 
the largest Muslim population among all the cities in Italy.  And while we are here for the Sicilians, these “other sheep” must also have an opportunity to be 
brought in.  We are very excited about this new open door and we covet your prayers.   
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For those of you who are familiar with the Lord’s work here, you recognized the name of Nino Pipitone, one of the first converts in Mazara.  Many of you 
have prayed with us over the years for the salvation of his family, and one by one they have come to know the Lord.  Fabio is the youngest brother and lives 
in northern Italy but comes down at least once a year to see his family.  I have witnessed to Fabio for years and especially the last couple years when I have 
talked with him he has been under conviction.  He was down again in August with his wife Silvia (from Moldova -Russia)and they came to church on a 
Wednesday night.  We are studying the book of  Galatians and the lesson that night was the two mountains, Sinai and Calvary (law and grace).  After 
service he wanted to get saved.  There was a lot of confusion and I told him I would be over the next day.  When I went the next day I talked with him and 
his wife more and they both kneeled down in the living room and called upon the Lord Jesus Christ to save them.  Pray for Fabio and Silvia.  They had to 
return to northern Italy (Piacenza) and we have recently located the best church that we know of to direct them to. Thank you for your prayers for this 
family brethren.  Continue to pray for Maria Pipitone who is now the only unsaved member in this home.  I have had two opportunities this past month to 
sit down and talk with her in her parent’s home. 
 In July we held the week long Bible club for children.  Besides our own children and Antonio’s two children, there were just three others, Vittoria, 
Georgia, and Sofia.  I wanted Janet to give a report on how the week went.   
 “Thank you for your prayers.  We had a special time with all the children.  Our theme was “Who Is Jesus” using the different “I am the …” identities 
found in John chapters 8 and 10.  Besides the Bible lessons, we also had singing, scripture memory, skits, hands on activities and games to reinforce the 
Bible lessons.  Special thanks to Mariella for doing the lessons, and my children who led the singing, games, etc.  Thanks to Bro. Antonio who was helpful 
just being an extra adult presence and Sal who dressed up as the “Good Shepherd” and brought the goats out for the children to pet and feed.    By the end 
of the week they had learned 6 songs and memorized 5 short scriptures.  The following Sunday they did a small recital in church and the parents of two of 
the visitors attended, the Adamo family.  Please pray that the seed sown that week will one day bare fruit.”  Janet 
 This is something that we would like to repeat each summer, the Lord willing.  We would try to have one again here at the church and then possibly do 
another one in a poor area of town where the children run the streets.  A lot more children could be reached this way, but there would also be a lot of 
distractions and behaviour problems that would have to be dealt with.  Pray with us about that. 
 During the month of August we had Signora Sciacchitano stay with us.  She is 80 yrs. old and was saved several years ago.  Her interest in the Word 
of God was minimal at that time.  During her stay we noticed an obvious change in her life.  She was eager to read the scriptures together each day and to 
know more about her heavenly home.  We thank our Heavenly Father for his work in her life. 
 Brethren, there is so much to do here.  We have had a very busy summer with outreach and I’m thankful for my family who are very much co-
labourers in the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ with me.  Being in the ministry requires much physical and spiritual labour and often requires you to go the 
second mile.  The spiritual warfare that goes along with it can also be very intense at times and God is always faithful to show us how weak and what 
failures we are apart from the power that only he can give if we yield to the Holy Ghost.   Thank you for your prayers for us.  We are very aware that it is 
the grace of God, his mercy, and the prayers of the saints are 99% of the work  We covet your continual prayers. 
 As the summer winds down, on the home front things also calm down as the children get back into their school work.  We are in the process of getting 
help for Giacomo.  He saw an orthopedic surgeon who will be able to do several things to enable him to use his leg better and walk straighter.  This will 
involve at least one or possibly two surgeries.  There is a waiting period of at least 8 months for Giacomo to grow taller.  In the meantime there are several 
tests that need to be run.  He sees the doctor again in November.  We appreciate your prayers for him. 
 Brethren, our hearts are very full of joy and gratitude to our wonderful Lord Jesus Christ, our King of kings, our Lord of Lords.  We are very 
grateful to each of you who pray and give and labour with us.        
Bro. Sal Galioto and Family 
       Janet and the children’s program                                           Bro. Clementi’s preachmony                             

                   
 
        Regular service    Graziella lead Alessandra and Sabrina to the Lord.                

                  
 


